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violent demonstration which was severely repressed with
many victims on both sides, eight dead and thirty wounded,
an event which considerably weakened the government.
His right-wing opponents felt that the moment had come
to redouble their efforts to defeat Nitti and reverse his
foreign policy. In the early months of 1920, while strikes
were increasing in the country and d'Annunzio was in full
blast at Fiurne, Nitti was striving in London, Paris, and
San Remo to secure an intelligent policy of European
reconstruction from which Italy would be bound to profit.
Together with Lloyd George he supported a return to
normal conditions, the resumption of trade relations with
the Soviets, and the fixing of reparations at a reasonable
figure. The French government persisted in the policy
which led to Millerand's sabotage of the Cannes conference :
hostility towards any concession to Germany c who must
pay', and towards any accord with Russia around whom
the cordon sanitaire must be kept drawn. Consequently
Italian nationalists and fascists obtained every help and
encouragement in their opposition to Nitti from the French
ambassador at Rome, M. Barrere, He had his instructions
from Clemenceau, who had announced after the November
1919 elections that he would c do anything and sanction
any means' of preventing Italy from being submerged by
the tide of revolution. The French embassy at Rome was
accused in the press and in the Chamber of having become
e the headquarters of the campaign against the socialists \
who remained e dangerously * Wilsonian. The Spa con-
ference was summoned for May 25. c Signor Nitti', said
M. Barrere, c will not be present', and Nitti was defeated
on May n, the very day on which the Italian and Jugo-
slav delegates had at last made contact at Pallanza.
The succession was open ; at the beginning of June, after
some weeks of crisis, Nitti was definitely turned out., chiefly
because there was a successor all ready ; Giovanni Giolitti.
Giolitti, like Mussolini, had private scores to settle. He
had not wanted Italy to intervene in the war in spring 1915,
particularly at that moment and in the existing circum-
stances. He had been expelled from the government as
the result of a palace intrigue, and subsequently abused and